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Raptors

Birds of prey hunt small mammals
or birds from the air or perches.
Seventeen species reside along or
visit the Kern River seasonally,
including these five:

(1) agile in
pursuing small birds through tree/bushes,
larger than its cousin the Sharp-shinned
Hawk, a more secretive bird. Look for the
red eyes and banded tail.

2) 1S
commonly seen perching on telephone
poles or in trees. Characteristic rusty
tail seen in flight (absent in juveniles).

3) a small
falcon with “clown” face.

(4)

has rusty breast/shoulders and tail bands.
©) often soar

on thermals with a “rocking” motion
and feed on carrion.

Waterfowl

Water birds spend most of their
time hunting for fish or other
aquatic food while many are also
comfortable on dry land. These
six species are found year-round:

(6) Our most common
duck with bright orange legs.

(7) 1s known by its
striking plumage.

(8) 1sa
solitary bird except for nesting in
colonies called “rookeries,” such as
Hart Park Lake.

)

the only cormorant species found inland.
(10) with black bill,
black legs and' yellow feet.

(11) much larger
than Snowy with large yellow bill,
black legs and black feet.

Year-Round Residents

Well-adapted to human populated
areas, many birds are found in
neighborhoods as well as parks
and along rivers. Here’s a few of
the “everyday” birds often taken
for granted:

(12) usually
found in pairs or small family groups.
(13)

heard with often repeated phrases and
known for the ability to mimic.

(14) usually found
in small flocks in bushes and on the
ground. Male has orange-red chest and
forehead. Has a lovely song.

(15)

has flourished in Bakersfield area. It has
a noisy call, and eats fruit and nuts.
(16) 1s our
state bird, often seen perching or
scurrying along open ground in
small flocks or pairs.

(17)

has clown-like face, undulates in
flight and stores acorns in tree holes
it has drilled.

(18) is a solitary
bird, often near water. Dips its tail,
catches insects while in flight.
Distinctive “tuxedo” like appearance.
(19) 1S
only year-round hummingbird in
California. Male has bright red gorget
and fancy aerial display.

(20) hunts
mammals from a perch and can be
identified by its “hoot.”

1)

prefers foraging on the ground
around trees and shrubs and is
difficult to find except when
singing, usually from a perch.

(22)

generally found in dry areas, often
perched on rocks or fence posts.
Feeds on small prey, mainly lizards
and snakes.

Migratory/Seasonal Birds

Many birds migrate during spring
and fall, some staying a few
days/weeks, some for several
months. Some birds come here to
nest (Bullock’s Oriole), others nest
far away, such as White-crowned
Sparrows. These species are
commonly seen spring-summer or
fall-winter along the Kern River:

(23)

has yellow seed beak, black and
white stripes on crown. Forages
mostly on the ground in small flocks.
Common winter visitor.

(24)

also common in winter, is known as
“Audubon’s Warbler.” Shows four
yellow patches: throat, crown, rump

and flanks.

(25) nests in
spring in sack-shaped hanging nests.
(26) i has a

noisy chattering call when in flight.
Found near water.

27) usually
in pairs, yellow-bellied and square
dark tail. Common spring and summer.
(28)

has a white barred back and is found
in oak woodlands.

(29) feeds on fish it captures
feet-first, more gull-like than hawk.
Narrow wings are angled. Winter
and spring migrant.

A Brief History of the Kern River

The Kern River as it exists today is a remnant of a
natural flood channel. Before the turn of the 19th
century the southern San Joaquin Valley had one of
the largest freshwater marsh and lake systems west
of the Mississippi River. Four lakes were fed by the
Kern: Goose, Kern, Tulare and Buena Vista. Tulare
Lake in 1862 measured 486,000 acres in size. Due
to diversions, canalizations and damming of the
Kern River none of the ancient natural lakes exist
today. The result has meant the loss of many species
of plants, birds and animals from this watershed.

The southernmost river in San Joaquin Valley, the
Kern River’s north fork rises from several small
lakes near Mt. Whitney in the high Sierra Nevada
mountains. It flows south through the Sequoia
National Forest, emerging from its narrow canyon
at Kernville and into Lake Isabella. The headwaters
of its south fork flow from the Golden Trout
Wilderness south through Inyo National Forest,
then west spilling into Lake Isabella.

Below Isabella Dam (completed in 1954 to manage
spring flooding downriver) the Kern River flows
through a spectacularly rugged canyon paralleled
by Highway 178. Reaching the city of Bakersfield
the Kern’s course is diverted by canals providing

irrigation for farms, agribusinesses of the southern
San Joaquin Valley and municipal water supplies.
During wet years the river is allowed to flow its
natural course through the city riverbeds where it
recharges aquifers, provides habitat for birds and
wildlife, and is enjoyed by city’s residents.

The Kern River Parkway was established in 1976
to encompass a native riparian area extending over
30 miles from the mouth of the Kern Canyon to
Enos Lane (Highway 43) and comprising 6000
acres of trails, parks and waterways. A private
preserve within the parkway, 1100 acre Panorama
Vista Preserve, is held in trust for the public. The
Preserves’ wooded land along the banks of the
river, as well as a revegetation project with native
shrubs/trees, provide use for birders, equestrians,
bicyclists and walkers. 230 plus species of birds
have been seen along the Kern River Parkway.

Kern Audubon Society welcomes you to visit soon

_ and enjoy this beautiful natural habitat.



